
Public Language Awards Committee 
 
Change: To select the recipients of the annual George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution to Honesty and 
Clarity in Public Language and The Doublespeak Award. The NCTE Orwell Award, established in 1975, recognizes 
writers who have made outstanding contributions to the critical analysis of public discourse. The NCTE Doublespeak 
Award, established in 1974, is an ironic tribute to public speakers who have perpetuated language that is grossly 
deceptive, evasive, euphemistic, confusing, or self-centered. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013? 
 
This year we awarded the ever-coveted Doublespeak Award to Chicago Mayor Rham Emanuel for his “reform” 
rhetoric in his management of the Chicago public schools, in particular his plan to close over 50 schools for 
“underutilization” of space. As described in the Washington Post. 
 
This year we presented the Orwell Award to Dr. Paul Thomas for his leadership in setting the record straight on 
matters related to education reform—particularly as they pertain to the teaching of English.  Dr. Thomas’s 
publications include Ignoring Poverty in the U.S.: The corporate takeover of public education (2012) and 
Challenging Genres: Comic books and graphic novels (2010). Dr. Thomas has also edited a recently published 
volume titled Becoming and Being a Teacher: Confronting Traditional Norms to Create New Democratic Realities 
(2013).   
 
Paul Thomas was a gracious recipient who said that he hoped his work could stand as a voice for those who cannot 
speak out on the issues related to public education. 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
We have received submissions for the Doublespeak Award and the Orwell Award. The committee will consider 
them after the deadline date of September 15. We also put an announcement in our InBox Newsletter in early 
August 2014.  
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom   
 
Kenan Metzger, Chair 

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/doublespeakaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom

